
The General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 
 
The purpose of this note is to give a brief overview of the new General Data Protection Regulations 
(GDPR) that come into force on the 25th May 2018, it will give an overview of the regulations and 
how they will impact the work of British Rowing, committees, regions and clubs.  For more detailed 
information please use this link: https://goo.gl/pBc1Pp 
 
The General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) are the result of four years of work by the EU to 
bring data protection legislation into line with new, previously unforeseen ways that data is now used.  
GDPR will replace existing data protection legislation (the Data Protection Act, 1998) that no longer 
reflects the enormous expansion in the use of technology to capture, store and process personal 
information.  
 
What impact will BREXIT have?  Parliament is currently considering the Data Protection Bill that 
will enshrine the principles of GDPR within UK legislation, the intention is that this will mirror 
GDPR and will be in place at a point the UK leaves the EU in 2019. 
 
The regulations are aimed at upholding the information rights of the individual and in the case of 
rowing this would include any personal information held by British Rowing, by regions, committees 
and clubs. 
 
The independent body responsible for protecting an individual’s information rights in the United 
Kingdom is the Information Commissioner's Office (ICO).  The ICO are responsible for investigating 
failures in data security and are the reporting authority for data loss (GDPR introduces clear 
guidelines for reporting any data loss, this being 72 hours).  The ICO may impose significant fines, up 
to 4% of the annual turnover of an organisation if it can be shown there have been breaches of the 
regulations. 
 
GDPR focusses on how an individual's information (data) is captured and processed and brings with it 
key principles: 
 

● Explicit consent and the right to be informed.  GDPR introduces a focus on explicit and 
informed consent and the right of the individual (the data subject) to understand what 
information is being captured and how it is being used one important note, consent for anyone 
under the age of sixteen will need to be sought from a parent or guardian. 

● The right of access - a data subject has the right to see all information held on them, this must 
be supplied within a reasonable time with one calendar month being indicated as definition of 
reasonable time.  Linked to this is the right of rectification, the data subject has the right to 
request inaccuracies are corrected, again in a reasonable time. 

● The right to be forgotten - as a general principle a data subject has the right to ask for all 
information held on them to be deleted, while not an absolute right there are a number of 
instances where the right to erasure applies; when the data is no longer needed (say an 



individual has left a club), the data was unlawfully collected or the data subject withdraws 
their consent.  This is an area where National Governing Bodies are seeking clarification - 
there is a need to retain information in some instances, for example performance data or 
information as to where and when a coach has been active.  

● Privacy by design - Personal data shall be stored and processed in a manner that ensures 
appropriate data security, including protection against unauthorised access, accidental loss, 
destruction or damage using appropriate technical or organisational measures.  This should be 
both a technical and human consideration, it is just as important that those individuals 
involved understand the requirements of  GDPR,  as it is the technical platform provides a 
compliant solution. 

 
GDPR also requires a framework of accountability and governance, essentially policies that support 
the principles outlined above, it is not enough to put in place technical solutions without providing 
staff and volunteers with a clear understanding of the principles of data security.  It is important to 
stress that GDPR should not interfere with, or prevent any activity you are currently involved with, 
but it is also important to understand that GDPR brings new and substantial responsibilities.   
 
Preparation for GDPR and how can British Rowing help? 
British Rowing is currently undertaking an audit of all personal information it holds, to include details 
of the information itself, the technical platform the data is stored on, who has access to the data and 
for what purpose the data is held.  Particular focus is on explicit consent, is the data subject fully 
aware of the information being held (informed) and have they given their explicit consent?  This is a 
similar approach to a risk assessment and we would recommend this as a start point for all 
clubs/committees and regions where data is maintained away from the BR membership platform, this 
is likely to be membership records, performance data solutions, coach and volunteer records - if the 
information contains a name, or other information that could identify an individual, it will be covered 
by GDPR.   
British Rowing has been fortunate with timing in that we are about to undertake the implementation 
of Club Hub, a new membership and club management platform that as a technical solution will 
implement “privacy by design” and be fully GDPR compliant.  Club Hub will also provide a solution 
for managing events, officials, coaches/volunteers and resources such as boat house facilities and fleet 
(boat) management.  We are looking to work with a number of pilot clubs to better understand their 
needs and to assist in customising the solution early in 2018 before making this solution available to 
all clubs. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Harvey Davies - harvey.davies@britishrowing.org. 
 


